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A  combination  of  drought  and  wet  weather  in  key  wheat  exporting  countries  has  resulted  in  a  near 
10-percent  reduction  in  prospective  2001/02  wheat  output  from  the  initial  May  2001  estimate.  Of 
the  major  non-US  exporting  countries,  only  in  Argentina  have  prospects  for  wheat  production  risen. 
The  combined  harvest  (148  million  tons)  of  Argentina,  Australia,  Canada,  and  the  EU  is  forecast  at 
the  lowest  level  since  1995/96. 


As  a  result  of  the  dry  and  hot  weather  in  August  and  September  across  a  wide  swath  of  wheat  area 
in  southern  and  central  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan,  Canada's  wheat  yields  are  expected  to  be  well 
below  average.  Additionally,  in  severely  affected  areas  as  much  as  600,000  hectares  of  wheat  may 
be  abandoned.  In  Australia,  below  average  rainfall  and  low  soil  moisture  in  Queensland  and 
Western  Australia  have  resulted  in  lower  planted  area,  as  well  as  reducing  yield  prospects. 
Conversely,  in  the  EU  widespread  showers  in  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Germany,  and  Spain 
damaged  maturing  winter  wheat.  Excessive  rainfall  delayed,  and  in  some  cases  prevented  spring 
wheat  and  durum  planting. 


Approved  by  the  World  Agricultural  Outlook  Board  -  USDA 


This  report  uses  information  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Services’  global  network  of  agricultural 
attaches  and  counselors;  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments  and  other  foreign  source  materials; 
and  the  results  of  economic  and  satellite  imagery  analysis.  Estimates  of  foreign  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  and  are  reviewed 
by  USDA’s  Inter-Agency  Commodity  Estimates  Committees.  Estimates  of  U.S.  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  USDA’s  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Numbers  within  the  report 
may  not  add  to  totals  because  of  rounding.  This  report  reflects  official  USD  A  estimates  released  in 
the  World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE-378),  September  12,  2001. 

This  report  was  prepared  by  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS/USD  A. 
The  next  issue  of  World  Agricultural  Production  will  be  released  after  3:00  p.m.  Eastern  time  on 
October  19,  2001. 


Conversion  Table 

Metric  tons  to  bushels 


Wheat,  soybeans 
Com,  sorghum,  rye 
Barley 
Oats 


MT  *  36.7437 
MT  *  39.36825 
MT  *  45.929625 
MT  *  68.894438 


Metric  tons  to  480-lb  bales 


Cotton 


MT  *  4.592917 


Metric  tons  to  hundredweight 


Rice 


MT  *  22.04622 


Area  &  Weight 


1  hectare 
1  kilogram 


2.471044  acres 
2.204622  pounds 
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2001/02  PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


Australia:  Wheat  Production  Forecast  Decreased 


Wheat  output  in  2001/02  is  forecast  at  20.5  million  tons,  down  1.0  million  or  5  percent  from  last 
month  and  down  0.7  million  or  3  percent  from  last  year.  Area  is  estimated  at  11.2  million  hectares, 
down  0.6  million  or  5  percent  from  last  month  but  up  0.9  million  or  7  percent  from  last  year.  Below 
average  rainfall  and  low  soil  moisture  in  Queensland  and  Western  Australia  have  resulted  in  a  lower 
planted  area  and  reduced  yield  prospects.  Conversely,  growing  season  conditions  in  New  South 
Wales,  South  Australia,  and  Victoria  are  generally  favorable. 


Russia:  Harvest  Reports  Indicate  Highest  Grain  Yield  in  Recent  Years 

Russian  wheat  production  for  2001/02  is  estimated  at  41.5  million  tons,  up  3.0  million  or  8  percent 
from  last  month  and  up  7. 1  million  or  20  percent  from  last  year.  Barley  production  is  estimated  at 
16.0  million  tons,  up  1 .5  million  or  10  percent  from  last  month  and  up  1 .9  million  or  13  percent  from 
last  year.  Rye  production  is  estimated  at  6.5  million  tons,  up  0.8  million  or  14  percent  from  last 
month  and  up  1.1  million  or  19  percent  from  last  year  The  increases  are  based  on  harvest  reports 
indicating  continued  high  yields  in  European  Russia.  The  grain  harvest  is  roughly  60  percent 
complete  and  is  now  underway  in  the  Urals  and  Western  Siberia,  where  most  of  the  country’s  spring 
wheat  is  grown.  Estimated  corn  production  was  reduced  for  the  second  consecutive  month  following 
high  temperatures  and  persistent  dryness  in  southern  Russia.  Output  is  estimated  at  0.8  million  tons, 
down  0.2  million  or  20  percent  from  last  month  and  down  0.8  million  or  48  percent  from  last  year. 


Ukraine:  Excessive  Heat  Slashes  Corn  Yields 


Ukrainian  corn  production  for  2001/02  is  estimated  at  2.0  million  tons,  down  0.8  million  or  29 
percent  from  last  month  and  down  1.9  million  or  48  percent  from  last  year’s  bumper  crop.  July  and 
August  were  marked  by  excessively  high  temperatures  and  persistent  dryness  in  southern  and  eastern 
Ukraine,  the  country’s  key  corn  region.  However,  Ukrainian  wheat  production  is  estimated  at  20.0 
million  tons,  up  1.0  million  or  5  percent  from  last  month  and  up  9.8  million  or  96  percent  from  last 
year.  Barley  production  is  estimated  at  8.0  million  tons,  up  1 .5  million  or  23  percent  from  last  month 
and  up  1 . 1  million  or  1 6  percent  from  last  year.  With  wheat  harvest  essentially  complete,  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  announced  output  at  21.4  million  tons,  prior  to  cleaning  and  drying. 


Turkey:  Wheat  Production  Cut 

Turkey’s  2001/02  wheat  production  is  estimated  at  15  million  tons,  down  1.0  million  or  6  percent 
from  last  month  and  down  2.5  million  or  14  percent  from  last  year.  This  marks  the  second-lowest 
production  level  in  a  dozen  years.  Dry  and  warm  weather  conditions  during  the  winter  and  spring 
months  in  Central  Anatolia,  which  accounts  for  nearly  40  percent  of  Turkey’s  wheat  production. 
Account  for  the  reduction.  The  lack  of  rainfall  also  reduced  wheat  quality.  Other  regions,  such  as 
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Adana  and  Antakya,  also  reported  lower  wheat  harvests  from  last  year.  The  exception  is  in  Southeast 
Anatolia,  where  wheat  production  increased  due  to  good  rainfall  and  low  pest  infestation. 


Canada:  Wheat,  Bariev,  and  Corn  Production  Forecasts  Fall 

Canadian  2001/02  wheat  production  is  estimated  at  21.5  million  tons,  down  1.0  million  tons  or  4 
percent  from  last  month  and  5.3  million  or  20  percent  from  last  year.  The  barley  crop  dropped  0.8 
million  tons  this  month  to  11.5  million,  down  2.0  million  or  15  percent  from  last  year.  Wheat  and 
barley  yields  are  forecast  at  well  below-average  levels  due  to  continued  deterioration  of  crops  during 
August  and  September  across  wide  portions  of  southern  and  central  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan. 
Season-long  drought  and  high  temperatures  significantly  reduced  yield  potential  in  the  spring  wheat, 
durum,  and  barley  crops,  triggering  both  early  maturation  and  harvest  across  Canada.  In  the  severely 
affected  areas,  farmers  were  reportedly  forced  to  abandon  roughly  600,000  hectares  of  wheat  and 
350,000  hectares  of  barley.  Drought-related  abandonment,  therefore,  effectively  negated  the  entire 
800,000  hectare  increase  in  wheat  and  barley  acreage  that  Canadian  growers  planted  this  season.  The 
2001/02  corn  crop  (grown  mostly  in  Ontario)  was  also  affected  by  dryness  and  high  temperatures 
during  tasseling.  Corn  production  is  currently  estimated  at  8.5  million  tons,  down  1.0  million  or  1 1 
percent  from  last  month,  but  up  1 .7  million  or  25  percent  from  last  year.  Corn  area  increased  roughly 
13  percent  in  2001/02  to  an  estimated  1.23  million  hectares,  but  below-average  yields  are  forecast. 


China:  Lowest  Rice  Crop  in  Seven  Years  Forecast 

China’s  2001/02  rice  production  is  estimated  at  128.1  million  tons  (183.0  million  rough  basis),  down 
2.1  million  or  nearly  2  percent  from  last  month  and  down  3  percent  from  last  year.  This  is  the 
smallest  rice  crop  in  China  since  1994/95.  Estimated  area  for  2001/02  is  29.2  million  hectares,  down 
3  percent  from  last  year  and  the  lowest  area  on  record.  Relatively  low  prices  and  diminished 
government  support  for  rice  production  have  discouraged  planting  in  recent  years.  The  estimated 
yield  of  6.27  tons  per  hectare  is  similar  to  last  year  and  slightly  below  the  5 -year  average. 
Additionally,  weather  this  season  has  been  less  than  ideal.  Drought  delayed  planting  and  germination 
in  northern  China,  and  rice  in  parts  of  central  China  and  Sichuan  were  affected  by  drought  this 
summer.  Excessive  rainfall  along  the  coast  of  southern  China  may  have  also  caused  lower  yields. 


Australia:  Sorghum  Production  Forecast  Surges 

Sorghum  output  in  2001/02  is  forecast  at  2.0  million  tons,  up  0.4  million  or  25  percent  from  last 
month  and  up  0.45  million  or  29  percent  from  last  year.  Estimated  area  is  0.75  million  hectares,  up 
0.15  million  or  25  percent  from  last  month  and  up  0.16  million  or  27  percent  from  last  year. 
Favorable  soil  moisture  levels  in  New  South  Wales  and  improved  feed  prices  are  expected  to  increase 
sorghum  planting  this  season.  In  Queensland,  large  areas  not  planted  to  winter  grain  earlier  in  the 
year  are  prime  candidates  for  spring-planted  sorghum. 
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India:  Rice  Forecast  Rises  Slightly 


The  2001/02  rice  crop  is  forecast  at  88.0  million  tons,  up  1.0  million  or  1  percent  from  last  month  and 
up  1.7  million  or  2  percent  from  last  year.  Forecast  area  is  unchanged  at  44.5  million  hectares,  but 
down  0. 1  million  from  last  year.  Of  the  total  production  estimate  ,  76  million  tons  comes  from  the 
already-harvested  kharif  season,  and  1 2  million  is  expected  to  be  harvested  during  the  summer  season. 
In  the  major  producing  states  of  Punjab  and  Haryana,  conditions  are  excellent  in  this  mostly  irrigated 
region.  Prospects  are  satisfactory  in  the  two  largest  summer  rice  growing  states,  West  Bengal  and 
Uttar  Pradesh.  Localized  flooding  in  areas  of  Orissa  and  Bihar  is  not  expected  to  significantly  reduce 
output.  However,  the  continuation  of  monsoonal  rains  during  September  and  early  October  are 
essential  for  longer  season  varieties  grown  in  Bihar,  West  Bengal,  and  eastern  Uttar  Pradesh. 


Ukraine  and  Russia:  High  Temperatures  Slash  Sunflowerseed  Yield  Potential 

Ukrainian  sunflowerseed  production  for  2001/02  is  estimated  at  2.3  million  tons,  down  0.5  million 
or  1 8  percent  from  last  month  and  down  1.2  million  or  34  percent  from  last  year.  The  sunflower  crop 
fell  victim  to  persistently  unfavorable  weather  this  season.  Early-season  establishment  was  hampered 
by  excessive  wetness  and  below-normal  temperatures.  Beginning  in  July  and  continuing  through 
August  the  weather  was  hot  and  dry,  and  the  crop  advanced  through  flowering  stage  under  stress. 

Russian  sunflowerseed  production  for  2001/02  is  estimated  at  2.7  million  tons,  down  0.5  million  or 
16  percent  from  last  month  and  down  1.2  million  or  3 1  percent  from  last  year.  Sunflowers  were 
subject  to  excessive  heat  and  persistent  dryness  during  July  and  August,  much  the  same  as  in  Ukraine. 


Canada:  Heat,  Drought  Cut  Soybean  Yields 

Canadian  soybean  output  for  2001/02  is  forecast  at  2.3  million  tons,  down  500,000  from  last  month’s 
estimate  and  down  from  2.7  million  last  year.  Excessive  heat  and  very  little  rain  in  July  and  early 
August  drastically  reduced  yield  potential  of  soybeans,  stressing  the  crop  during  flowering.  Eighty- 
six  percent  of  the  crop  is  grown  in  southern  Ontario  and  was  affected  by  the  hot,  dry  weather.  Insect 
infestations  have  also  been  a  factor  in  reducing  yield  potential.  The  soybean  crop  is  normally 
harvested  from  September  to  November. 


Australia:  Cotton  Production  Forecast  Falls 

Cotton  output  in  2001/02  is  forecast  at  3.2  million  bales,  down  0.2  million  or  6  percent  from  last 
month  and  down  0.3  million  or  9  percent  from  last  year.  Estimated  area  is  0.450  million  hectares, 
down  0.05  million  or  10  percent  from  last  month  and  last  year.  Prospects  for  reduced  irrigation 
supplies  in  Queensland  and  low  world  cotton  prices  are  expected  to  result  in  less  area  planted  to 
cotton  this  season.  Given  the  outlook  for  improved  returns  with  sorghum  and  Sunflowerseed, 
producers  will  likely  shift  away  from  cotton  to  those  crops.  Cotton  planting  operations  usually 
commence  in  mid-September  in  central  Queensland  and  progress  southward  as  soil  temperatures  rise. 
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China:  Prospects  of  High  Yields  Boost  Cotton  Crop 


Generally  favorable  weather  in  August  improved  yield  prospects  for  China’s  2001/02  cotton  crop. 
Production  is  currently  estimated  at  23.0  million  bales,  up  0.5  million  or  2  percent  from  last  month 
and  up  13  percent  from  last  year.  The  estimated  yield  of  1,043  kilograms  per  hectare  is  above 
average,  and  second  only  to  last  year’s  record  yield.  Planted  area  is  estimated  at  4.8  million  hectares, 
unchanged  from  last  month,  but  up  20  percent  from  a  year  ago  and  the  highest  since  1995.  High 
domestic  cotton  prices  in  the  2000/0 1  season  encouraged  farmers  to  expand  cotton  area  for  2001/02, 
especially  on  the  North  China  Plain,  where  persistent  bollworm  infestations  had  depressed  plantings 
in  the  1 990's.  Unusually  dry  weather  in  May  and  June  reportedly  delayed  planting  and  emergence  on 
the  North  China  Plain,  but  widespread  rainfall  in  July  and  August  boosted  moisture  supplies  for 
cotton  development.  Central  China  was  unusually  dry  this  summer,  but  the  impact  on  cotton  was  not 
expected  to  be  serious.  Conditions  in  southern  Xinjiang,  China’s  largest  cotton  producer,  were 
favorable,  more  than  offsetting  the  potential  impact  of  cool  and  wet  weather  in  northern  Xinjiang. 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  4 

Total  Coarse  Grain  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  5 

Corn  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Production 

Change  in  Production 

Country/Region 

1999/00 

Prel. 

2000/01 

2001/02  Proj. 
Aug.  Sept. 

From  last  month 

From  lastvear 

Million  metric 

tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

5.44 

5.71 

5.29 

5.29 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.42 

-7.37 

Philippines 

2.35 

2.50 

2.10 

2.10 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.40 

-16.00 

Indonesia 

1.32 

1.45 

1.45 

1.45 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

India 

0.73 

0.73 

0.70 

0.70 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.03 

-3.45 

Mexico 

0.19 

0.20 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.04 

Sri  Lanka 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.22 

0.22 

0.22 

0.22 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.57 

0.55 

0.55 

0.55 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

6.40 

6.93 

7.25 

7.25 

0.00 

0.00 

0.32 

4.68 

Malaysia 

3.08 

3.50 

3.70 

3.70 

0.00 

0.00 

0.20 

5.71 

Indonesia 

2.12 

2.23 

2.30 

2.30 

0.00 

0.00 

0.07 

3.14 

Nigeria 

0.35 

0.32 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

9.38 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.75 

Colombia 

0.10 

0.11 

0.12 

0.12 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

4.55 

Thailand 

0.15 

0.16 

0.16 

0.16 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Zaire 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.05 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

16.67 

Others 

0.46 

0.47 

0.48 

0.48 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.34 

PALM  OIL 

World 

21.77 

23.74 

24.71 

24.71 

0.00 

0.00 

0.97 

4.08 

Malaysia 

10.49 

12.10 

12.60 

12.60 

0.00 

0.00 

0.50 

4.13 

Indonesia 

7.20 

7.50 

7.80 

7.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.30 

4.00 

Nigeria 

0.76 

0.73 

0.76 

0.76 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

4.11 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.28 

0.27 

0.28 

0.28 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1.85 

Colombia 

0.50 

0.52 

0.55 

0.55 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

5.77 

Thailand 

0.71 

0.72 

0.72 

0.72 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Zaire 

0.15 

0.16 

0.16 

0.16 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ecuador 

0.24 

0.25 

0.30 

0.30 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

22.45 

Others 

1.44 

1.50 

1.55 

1.55 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

3.20 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  20-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  September 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  September  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
10.3  million  tons  (1.9  percent)  and  ranged  from  -30.7  to  13.1  million  tons.  The 
September  projection  has  been  below  the  final  1 1  times  and  above  the  final  9  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 
REGION 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 

2000/01  1/ 

Difference 

Lowest 

Highest 

Below 

Final 

Above 

Final 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

—Mi 

lion  metric  tons— 

Number  of  years  2/ 

WHEAT 

World 

1.9 

10.3 

-30.7 

13.1 

11 

9 

U.S. 

1.2 

0.8 

-1.4 

2.5 

7 

13 

Foreign 

2.2 

10.1 

-30.9 

12.0 

11 

9 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

1.5 

12.8 

-39.4 

24.5 

14 

6 

U.S. 

3.8 

8.4 

-21.5 

26.0 

13 

7 

Foreign 

1.6 

9.4 

-23.3 

13.5 

12 

8 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

2.2 

7.5 

-24.1 

3.4 

17 

3 

U.S. 

4.4 

0.2 

-0.5 

0.5 

10 

9 

Foreign 

2.3 

7.5 

-24.4 

3.6 

17 

3 

SOYBEANS 

World 

3.1 

3.6 

-9.3 

4.7 

13 

7 

U.S. 

4.5 

2.7 

-5.5 

4.6 

9 

11 

Foreign 

5.8 

3.6 

-10.0 

4.6 

11 

9 

—Mill 

ion  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

3.3 

2.7 

-10.9 

9.5 

12 

8 

U.S. 

4.8 

0.7 

-1.9 

2.4 

10 

9 

Foreign 

4.0 

2.7 

-11.2 

9.8 

11 

9 

UNITED  STATES 

- A 

/lillion  bushels- 

CORN 

4.0 

307 

-846 

885 

13 

7 

SORGHUM 

4.9 

32 

-69 

81 

10 

9 

BARLEY 

2.7 

12 

-29 

36 

9 

11 

OATS 

5.8 

14 

-19 

44 

4 

15 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1999/00  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 
2/  May  not  total  20  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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September  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Canada 

Small  Grains  &  Rapeseed: 

Harvesting 
Com:  Filling 


United  States 
Com,  Soybeans, 
Sorghum,  &  Cotton: 
Maturing 

Small  Grains:  Harvesting 


Mexico 

Com  &  Sorghum:  Maturing 


Europe 

Com  &  Sunflower:  Harvesting 

Cotton:  Harvesting  (Spain,  Greece) 

Sugarbeets:  Harvesting 

(France,  Germany) 

. 

Former  Soviet  Union 
Com,  Sunflowers,  &  Sugarbeets: 
Mostly  Filling 
4  Small  Grains:  Harvesting 
Cotton:  Early  Harvesting  (Central  Asia) 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Cotton:  Harvesting 


Brazil 

Coffee:  Blooming 
Citrus  &  Sugarcane:  Harvestin: 


Argentina 
Com  &  Cotton:  Planting 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 
Flowering*  (Sahel) 
Harvesting  (Coast) 
Secondary:  Planting 
(coast) 


South  Asia 
Oilseeds:  Pod  Forming 
to  Filling* 

Cotton:  Flowering* 


East  Africa 


i  Maize,  Sorghum:  Harvesting 
fll  (Kenya,  Ethiopia) 

^  Grains:  Reproductive* 
(Sudan) 

Small  Grains:  Reproductive* 
(Ethiopia) _ 


China 

Com,  Cotton,  & 
Soybeans:  Harvesting 
Single  Rice:  Harvesting 
Late  Rice:  Heading* 


Southeast  Asia 
Rice:  Maturing 
Com:  Harvesting 


Australia 
Cotton:  Planting 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


Europe 

Grains:  Planting  (England,  Denmark) 
Rapeseed:  Plantin; 


Former  Soviet  Union 
Grains:  Vegetative(North); 
Planting  (South) 


United  States 
Grains:  Planting 


Brazil 

Wheat:  Filling  to 
Mature 


Argentina 
Wheat:  Vegetative  to 
Heading* _ 


*  Moisture  /  Temperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 
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_ October  Normal  Crop  Calendar 

Summer  crops 


Former  Soviet  Union 

Europe 

Com&  Sugarbeets:  Harvesting 
Cotton:  Harvesting  (Spain,  Greece) 

Com,  Sunflowers,  & 

Canada  1  ^  ^p|P|| 

Com:  Maturing  p 

A 

Sugarbeets:  Harvesting 

Cotton:  Harvesting  (Central  Asia) 

United  States 
Com,  Soybeans, 

&  Cotton:  Harvesting 


Mexico 
Com  &  Sorghum:  Harvesting 


Middle  East  &  Egypt 
Cotton:  Harvesting 


Brazil 

Cotton  &  Soybeans: 
Coffee:  Blooming 
Citrus  &  Sugarcane: 


Argentina 

Com  &  Cotton:  Planting 


West  Africa 
Coarse  Grain,  Rice: 

Harvesting  (Sahel) 
Secondary:  Vegetative 
(coast) 

Cocoa:  Harvesting 

Southern  Africa 
Com:  Planting 


South  Asia 
Oilseeds:  Filling 
Cotton:  Flowering* 


|  East  Africa 

Maize,  Sorghum:  Harvesting 
(Kenya,  Ethiopia) 

Grains:  Filling  (Sudan) 

Small  Grains:  Filling  (Ethiopia) 
Minor  Grains:  Planting 


China 

Com,  Cotton,  & 
Soybeans:  Harvesting 
Single  Rice:  Harvesting 
Late  Rice:  Maturing 


Southeast  Asia 
Rice:  Maturing 
<  Com:  Harvesting 


Australia 
Cotton  &  Sorghum: 

Planting 
Sugarcane:  Harvesting 


Winter  crops 


Argentina 

Wheat:  Heading  to  Filling* 

Southern  Africa 
Wheat:  Filling 

Australia 

Wheat:  Heading  to 
Maturing* 

*  Moisture  /  Temperature  Sensitive  Stage  of  Development 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


China:  Continued  Dryness  Across  North  China  Plain 

Eastern  China  Received  widespread  and  timely  moisture  at  the  end  of  July  and  the  beginning  of 
August  2001.  However,  light  and  spotty  rainfall  (30  to  50  percent  of  normal)  during  the  rest  of 
August  reduced  soil  moisture  supplies  for  reproductive  and  filling  summer  crops  across  most  of  the 
North  China  Plain.  Recent  showers  brought  some  relief  to  southern  Shandong,  Jiangsu,  Anhui,  and 
Shaanxi,  but  most  other  areas  remained  mostly  dry.  Continued  dryness  on  the  North  China  Plain 
could  have  a  negative  impact  on  the  planting  and  establishment  of  winter  wheat,  which  normally  takes 
place  in  September  and  October.  Dry  weather  also  extended  southward  into  the  Yangtze  Valley  last 
month,  favoring  single  crop  and  late  double-crop  rice  development.  August  rainfall  was  more 
frequent  in  Manchuria,  especially  during  the  week  of  August  19-25,  when  the  whole  region  received 
10  to  50  millimeters  of  rain.  Heavier  rain  (50  -  130  millimeters)  in  central  Jilin  and  south-central 
Heilongjiang  supplied  abundant  moisture  for  filling  summer  grains  and  oilseeds.  Current  conditions 
are  favorably  warm  and  dry  for  summer  crop  maturation  and  harvest  in  Manchuria. 


India:  Some  Improvement  In  The  Southern  Interior,  But  Still  Too  Dry 

During  the  first  two  weeks  of  August  2001,  moderate  to  heavy  monsoon  rain  covered  previously  dry 
sections  of  India’ s  southern  interior  (Andhra  Pradesh,  Karnataka,  and  central  Maharashtra),  providing 
much-needed  relief  to  cotton,  oilseeds,  coarse  grains,  and  sugarcane.  However,  during  the  rest  of 
August,  dry  weather  returned  to  this  area,  reducing  moisture  reserves  for  main-season  oilseeds  and 
cotton.  Monsoon  rainfall  typically  lasts  well  into  October  in  India’s  southern  interior.  Additional 
rainfall  could  extend  the  cotton  harvest  and  provide  farmers  with  an  opportunity  to  increase  rabi  grain 
and  oilseed  planting  intentions.  Elsewhere,  moderate  to  heavy  showers,  throughout  August, 
maintained  moisture  reserves  for  rainfed  rice  in  central  and  eastern  India.  By  months  end,  however, 
excessive  rainfall  amounts  did  result  in  flooding,  particularly  in  West  Bengal  and  Bangladesh. 


Mexico:  Showers  Aided  Corn  Across  The  Main  Growing  Area 

During  August  2001,  frequent  showers  helped  maintain  adequate  soil  moisture  for  reproductive  to 
filling  com  in  the  main  corn  belt.  Showers  from  August  19  -  31,  fell  across  Veracruz,  Jalisco, 
Nayarit,  and  southern  Sinoloa.  By  the  end  of  August,  much-needed  rain  fell  across  coastal 
Tamaulipas  and  the  Rio  Grande  Valley,  increasing  reservoir  supplies.  Also,  in  the  northwest, 
scattered  monsoon  showers  continued  to  increase  reservoir  supplies  and  favor  pastures.  During 
August,  temperatures  were  1  to  3  degrees  Centigrade  above  normal  in  the  north  and  near  to  slightly 
above  normal  across  the  com  growing  areas. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
1400  INDEPENDENCE  AVENUE,  SW 
WASHINGTON,  DC  20250-1004 


For  questions  concerning  your  subscription  or  change  of  address, 
PRINT  OR  TYPE  the  new  address,  including  ZIP  code  and  return  this 
sheet  to: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
TECHNOLOGY  ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
SPRINGFIELD,  VA  22161 

For  questions  or  concerns  on  the  data  included  in  this  publication, 
contact  us  at  the  address  shown  above. 


Summaries  and  selected  tables  from  many  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
world  market  and  trade  reports  are  available  electronically.  The  reports 
include  U.S.  Export  Sales  (available  electronically  after  8:30  a.m.  on 
release  day);  Grain:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Oilseeds:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  Cotton:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Tobacco:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  World  Agricultural  Production;  the  early  release  version  of 
World  Horticultural  Products  and  U.S.  Export  Opportunities;  and  Tropical  Products:  World  Markets 
and  Trade  (all  available  electronically  after  3:00  p.m.  Washington  DC  time  on  release  day)  as  well 
as  Sugar:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Livestock  and  Poultry:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Dairy:  World 
Markets  and  Trade,  and  U.S.  Planting  Seed  Trade  (available  within  a  week  after  release.) 

You  can  read  the  reports  on  the  FAS  home  page  (http://www.fas.usda.gov).  The  reports  remain 
“current”  until  the  succeeding  issue  is  available.  Older  issues  are  available  in  the  archives  section 
of  the  home  page.  We  also  make  selected  cover  articles  and  graphics  available  from  these 
publications,  in  a  separate  section  of  the  site.  Reports  are  also  available  from  the  Economic  Bulletin 
Board  at  Stat-USA,  on  the  same  schedule.  For  more  information,  you  may  contact  Stat-USA  at 
(202)  482-1986  (Monday-Friday,  8:30-5:30  p.m.  Washington,  DC  time.) 

For  more  information  on  the  FAS  home  page,  contact  Glenn  Kaup,  tel.  (202)  720-3329;  fax.  (202) 
720-3229;  or  via  e-mail  kaup@fas.usda.gov 


The  U.S.  Department  of Agriculture  (USD A)  prohibits  discrimination  in  its  programs  on  the  basis  of race,  color,  national  origin,  sex,  religion, 
age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  and  marital  or  familial  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.)  Persons  with  disabilities 
who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of  program  information  (Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA ’s 
TARGET  Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint,  write  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  DC  20250,  or  call  1-800-245-6340  (voice) 
or  (202)  720-1 1 27  (TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  employment  opportunity  employer. 


